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Federal Regulation Changes To OBC 

 
Back in 2016, the FMCSA (Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration) announced changes to the regulations governing our 

OBCs and Labatt has to be compliant by December 16th of 2019. These changes were primarily created to standardize how 

HOS logs are made and to eliminate the ability of carriers to harass drivers through their logs. As a result, we are implementing a 

series of changes in how the OBCs operate, what abilities you have as a driver in the creation of your logs and what information 

is displayed, among others, to meet the FMCSA's requirements. The following training is an explanation of these new features 

and how to use them. 

 

The FMCSA refers to any device that logs Hours of Service as ELDs (short for “Electronic Logging Devices”). Our OBCs are just 

a type of ELD the same way that an iPhone and a Samsung phone are types of phones. This is important because when police 

officers pull over drivers they will refer to the device as an ELD not an OBC. 
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Not Logged Into OBC Error 

 

 If a driver begins to drive a tractor without logging into the OBC, this screen will immediately appear and make a beeping noise. Driver must 

stop and log in ASAP anytime he moves a tractor. The log in procedure has not changed. 
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Line Driver/Spotter/Penske Driver Screen  

 

 If the driver is a spotter, they will come to this screen after logging in. They must press “Select” next to “Yard Moves Only”. 

 If a Penske driver is moving our tractor, they will log in with a generic employee ID that we will provide them and then they would click 

“Select” next to “HOS Exempt” in this screen. 
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Line Driver/Spotter/Penske Driver Screen 

 

 When a Spotter selects “Yard Moves Only”, they will be prompted to type in an annotation in the upper left hand corner. Use the A2 button 

on the OBC to open up the keyboard to type an annotation. The annotation must be at least 4 letters but there are no other requirements 

to what the annotation must say. Click “Accept” when done.  
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Unidentified Driver Events Screen 

 This screen appears after the safety agreement screen if there were any events that were recorded by the OBC for that tractor without 

anyone being logged in. If any were your events, click “Accept” by the ones that were yours. If not, click “Continue Without Accepting”. The 

log will dissapear if you click “Accept”. If driver accepts all events, it will go to the next page automatically. 
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Labatt Edit Requests Screen  

 

 After the Unidentfied Driver Event screen, you will be taken to the screen below if an HOS auditor has requested an edit to your log. Unlike 

the Unidentified Driver logs, you must either accept or reject, you cannot skip it. The log will dissapear when you click either accept or 

reject.  
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Certifying Logs Again after Accepting Changes   

 If a driver accepts either an unidentified driver log or a Labatt edit in the previous screens, or there are previous logs that need to be 

certified, he will then be taken to that day’s logs so he can certify them again. If there were changes on of multiple days, then once he either 

re-certifies or skips certification for the first day’s logs, he will be taken to the next day’s logs that needs certification and so on until he has 

either certified or skipped all required days’ logs. 
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Doe, John 



    8  
 
Co-Driver Log-on 

 

 If there is a co-driver on the route, they must navigate to the menu screen after the main driver has logged on and log on through there. It is 

no longer automatic. 
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Personal Conveyance 

 

 If a driver selects “Personal” in the Menu, he is required to enter an annotation that must be atleast 4 letters long for that status.  A pop-up 

menu will appear in the upper left hand corner. Use A2 button on OBC to type an annotation.  
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Yard Moves (For Non-Spotter) 

 For a driver (who is not a spotter) to specify he is doing yard moves, there is a now a duty status he can select in the menu. If a driver is 

simply moving his tractor in the yard to complete the necessary things he needs to do before going on a route (such as driving his tractor to 

hook up to his trailer) he should use the “Driving” status instead of “Yard Moves”. If Yard Moves is selected, he will be prompted to type an 

annotation. Again, it must be atleast 4 letters long but that is the only requirement. 
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Revamped Driver Log 

 

 The log will now have a more detailed header section at the top with some added pieces of information. There will now also be a detailed 

“Event Log” that can be accessed by the “View Event Log” button. 
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Event Log  

 

 The event log will show details for each event including “Malfunction” and “Data Diagnostics” events as well as the regular driver events. 

The driver can click “edit” to make a change on an event. He can also add a missing event. The back button will take him back to the Driver 

Log. 
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Adding A Missing Event  

 

 The driver will enter the relevant info for the event they are adding. Select the A2 button to pop-up the keyboard on screen. 
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Editing Event  

 

 If driver selects the pencil icon in the event log next to an event, it will take him to a similar screen where he can edit an event. This is also 

where drivers can annotate an event. Certain fields may not be able to be edited and it will say so by them. Click “Save” when done. 
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Editing Event  

 

 If you edit an event within a log that has already been certified, it will say so at the top. Make the necessary edits and click “Save and 

Certify”. 
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Edit Required 

 

 If there is a diagnostic error with the OBC, causing it to not record certain information for an event, the OBC will notify a driver next to 

where it says “View Log”.  
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Edit Required Continued  

 

 When the driver clicks “View Log”, they should navigate to the “Event Log” to view the required edit 
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Edit Required Continued  

 

 The log that needs an edit will be highlighted in red. The driver will have to click the pencil icon next to that log. 
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Edit Required Continued  

 

 Once in the edit screen, the field that needs to be edited will say “Edit Required” and the driver can make the edits required. Use A2 to 

open the keyboard. 
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Editing Tractor Number 

 Drivers will now be able to edit tractor number the same way trailer number can be edited. Just click HOS info in the menu and edit in the 

following screen. 
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Editing Tractor Number Continued 

 

 Click on the textbox and use the keypad on the right to edit tractor/trailer number as needed. 
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Tractor: 123456 
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Certifying Logs  

 Drivers can now “certify” logs on the driver log. Just click “Certify Log” on the bottom of the screen. A pop-up will appear that asks the 

driver to verify that they want to certify the log. Drivers can always certify their log again later or the next day if something changes after 

they certify, 
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Sending Logs to Police Officers 

 

 Drivers will now be required to send their logs electronically to police officers if they are pulled over. To do this, navigate to the menu and 

click “Send logs”. (Continued on Next Page)  
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Sending Logs to Police Officers  

 

 Once drivers click “Send Logs”, it will take them to this screen. They can check either “Web Service” or “Email” depending on which way the 

police officer prefers the log to be sent. If the police officer asks the driver to insert a comment in the file that is sent, they can do that as 

well. Click A2 to use the keyboard. Once ready, click “Send”. 
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“Tractor Not Moving” Screen 

 

 If a driver does not move the tractor for more than 5 minutes, the OBC will ask them if they are still driving. If they don’t respond within a 

minute, their HOS status will automatically switch to On-Duty Not Driving. If they start driving within this time, this screen will dissapear and 

they will be put back on “Driving” status 
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“Arrived At Stop” Prompt 

 

 If the OBC recognizes that the driver has arrived at a customer stop and has stopped moving the tractor, this prompt will appear. If the 

driver doesn’t respond for 5 minutes, the OBC will automatically switch to the “Tractor is Not Moving” screen (Explained on previous page). 
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Arrived At Stop  

 

 If the driver arrives and stops at a customer stop, and the OBC doesn’t recognize that they are at the stop, they can still switch to “On-Duty 

Not Driving” in the map screen. 

 

Driver: Doe, John 
Customer  

1234 Address st. San, Antonio, TX 


